
 

Source: EngageNY.org 

 

Q: What are the Common Core State Standards? 

A: The Common Core State Standards show what students in Pre-K through 12th grade should 

know and be able to do in English language arts and mathematics. The standards will help all 

students across the State learn the same skills. This will make sure that they are ready for college 

and careers. The standards include changes, or "shifts," in how teachers teach to help children 

succeed in the topics and skills that matter most. The standards are designed to help all young 

people get prepared for college and careers.  Currently, 45 states have adopted the Common 

Core State Standards. 

Q. What will the Common Core State Standards mean for students 

across the country? 

A. The standards set clear expectations for student learning across the country. In the past, every 

State had its own set of different academic standards. This meant that U.S. students were 

learning different skills and concepts at different rates. The Common Core State Standards give 

all New York students an equal opportunity to learn the same high standards. This leads to a 

greater chance of success in college, career and life.  In addition, evidence-based standards will 

more effectively prepare American students to keep up with their peers around the world. 

Resources for parents: 

 National Education Association (NEA) offers input from a panel of educators in “Six Ways the 

Common Core is Good for Students.”  

 www.neatoday.org/2013/05/10/six-ways-the-common-core-is-good-for-students/ 

 

 New York State Education Department has posted Common Core materials at 

www.EngageNY.org/parent-and-family-resources 

 

 New York State United Teachers (NYSUT) has a guide to Common Core learning for parents 

www.nysut.org/resources/all-listing/2013/august/parents-guide-to-common-core-learning-

standards 

 

 National Parent Teacher Association offers grade-by-grade guides for Common Core State 

Standards. Available in English and Spanish for K-8 and grades 9-12.  

http://www.pta.org/parents/content.cfm?ItemNumber=2583&navItemNumber=3363 

 

 

A Parent’s Guide to the Common Core 

http://www.neatoday.org/2013/05/10/six-ways-the-common-core-is-good-for-students/
http://www.engageny.org/parent-and-family-resources
http://www.nysut.org/resources/all-listing/2013/august/parents-guide-to-common-core-learning-standards
http://www.nysut.org/resources/all-listing/2013/august/parents-guide-to-common-core-learning-standards
http://www.pta.org/parents/content.cfm?ItemNumber=2583&navItemNumber=3363


 

Source: EngageNY.org 

What will my child experience in a Common Core classroom? 

 Higher order questioning that will challenge students to think at a deeper level. 

 Structured student discussions that lead to productive group work that will put their 

knowledge into action. 

 Focused daily learning targets or student outcomes that establish the purpose for 

learning. 

 Daily checks of learning and understanding.  

 Math fact fluency drills that increase student ownership of basic facts. 

 Collaboration within small groups to foster student engagement in learning. 

 Connections to real life events and applications. 

 Use of graphic organizers, tables, charts, etc. to support learning. 

What can parents do to help their child prepare for Common Core 
learning? 

 Read a combination of fiction and non-     

fiction aloud or with your child. Look 

for subjects that interest your child—

sports heroes to dinosaurs.  Select more 

difficult passages over time. 

 

 Read more informational texts including 

newspapers, magazines, technical 

manuals, science and social studies 

articles and books. 

 

 Encourage writing at home. 

 

 Let your child see you read from a 

variety of materials. (newspapers, 

books, magazines, manuals, maps etc.) 

 

 Encourage your child to develop a broad 

vocabulary. 

 

 Help your child learn and memorize 

basic math facts. 

 

 Look for “word problems” in real life. 

 

 

 Discuss and “do” real life math with 

your child, like measuring quantities, 

following recipes, figuring budgets, etc. 

 

 Encourage your child’s independent 

thinking and problem solving skills. 

 

 Talk with your child and have him or 

her explain things. 

 

 Discuss with your child his or her 

performance in school and what they are 

learning.  Communicate with your 

child’s teacher. 

 

 Talk about tests with your child and be 

positive and encouraging. 

 

 Talk with your child about the 

importance of graduating from high 

school ready for college and career 

success. 

 

 Encourage your child’s development of 

creativity, persistence, communication 

and collaboration skills. 


