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Superintendent’s note
 Happy New Year 2019 to all of 
the Campbell-Savona Community!
 The start of a new year is a time 
to look back with satisfaction on 
recent accomplishments and look 
forward to the positive possibilities 
of the New Year.

 Here are some of the recent 
accomplishments of 2018 at C-S:
• An amazing production of 
Shrek the Musical was presented by 
the C-S Drama Club in November. 
I hope that many of you were able 
to attend one of the performances. 
Attendance was great, as were the 
reviews from audience members – 
especially the children who loved 
the modern day classic brought to 
life on the C-S stage. (See article 
on page 4)
• C-S was named a US News and 
World Report Bronze Medal School 
for the third consecutive year.
• Phase II of our 2015 facilities 
improvement project plan was 
completed. Improvements include:
 In Campbell
 - A new high school multi- 
  purpose meeting room
 - New bleachers in the high  
  school gymnasium

 - Expanded wireless infrastruc- 
  ture
 In Savona
 - A new elementary school  
  multi-purpose meeting room
 - New fire alarm system
 - Expanded wireless infrastruc-
  ture
• We successfully completed our 
district 1:1 initiative, meaning all 
students in grades K-12 have been 
issued a device (an iPad in grades 
PreK-2 and laptops in grades 
3-12).
• Our fall athletes were recon-
gnized for sportsmanship and 
scholarship. (See articles on page 2)
• Our students are living our 
vision, as demonstrated by a recent 
student presentation for the Board 
of Education (see page 6) and col-
laboration with the larger commu-
nity. (See articles on page 1 and 7)

 And in 2019 we are looking 
forward to:
• The musical, You’re A Good Man, 
Charlie Brown, on February 8 and 
9. (See article on page 5)
• National Honor Society induc-
tions in January

 The school and community 
came together on December 8 
for an annual holiday celebration 
that included singing carols and 
lighting of the Savona Christmas 
tree, located in front of the Benedek 
Memorial Library. This event 
includes the town government, fire 
department, Girl Scouts, PTO, 
Savona churches, Lion’s Club, local 
businesses, the library and our own 
Panther Learning Leaders. This 
year, Mr. and Mrs. Steven Holmes 
were selected to light the tree. They 
have been together for more than 
50 years, and during that time 
have been a consistent force for 
positive change and support in the 
community. 

Steve and Cathy Holmes, pictured with their 
children and grandchildren, lit the Savona 

Community Christmas Tree.

Savona kicks-off 
the holidays
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From the High School

Kelley Meade
Jr./Sr. High School Principal

 Happy New Year! The start of 
the year is a great time for us to 
make resolutions and set goals for 
personal improvement. At the end 
of this month, we will be half way 
through the school year. This is an 
excellent time for students, with 
the help of their parents and teach-
ers, to reflect on their successes and 
struggles in the classroom and to 
set academic goals for the second 
semester.  
 Report cards for the second 
marking period will go home on 
February 1. At this time, we will 
look closely at students’ grades and 
overall performance and help them 
set goals to finish the year on a 
positive note. As part of this pro-
cess, we may provide students with 
additional support as needed in 
the form of academic intervention, 
after school tutoring and other re-
lated strategies. This is also a critical 
time for our seniors to make sure 
they are on track for graduation in 
June.    
 As we look ahead into the new 
year, we are also preparing our 
students for several state assess-
ments.  Our high school students 

will take Regents exams, local final 
examinations and mid-term assess-
ments during the week of January 
22-25. Students in grades 9-12 will 
attend only on days they have as-
sessments. There will be structured 
study hall for students in 9-12 who 
need it throughout the day. Our 
seventh and eighth grade students 
will continue their regular instruc-
tion and schedule during testing 
week. Additional information 
regarding student testing schedules 
will be shared in the near future.  
 Our local chapter of the Na-
tional Honor Society will induct 
its new members at a school-wide 
ceremony on January 18 at 2:00 
p.m. This is always an exciting day 
and a proud moment for students 
and their families. Please join us for 
this great event! 
 As always, if you have any ques-
tions or concerns, please do not 
hesitate to contact me at 527-9800 
ext. 1451 or at kmeade@cscsd.org.

 The varsity 
girls soccer team 
was awarded the 
Sportsmanship 
Award for Steuben 
County for the 
2018 fall season. 
Campbell-Savona 
was chosen by 
officials from the 
13 Steuben County schools. To select the winner of this prestigious award, 
officials rate our sports team, coaches and fans. Everyone has a hand in 
our team winning this award. Congratulations to all!

Girls soccer wins officials’ award

 Congratulations to the follow-
ing varsity teams for receiving the 
Scholar-Athlete Team Award this 
fall:
Varsity Boys Cross Country
Varsity Boys Soccer
Varsity Girls Soccer
Varsity Volleyball
  Forty-two of our students were 
individually named scholar-athletes 
for the fall season. This recognition 
is awarded to student-athletes who 
hold a 90 or above GPA in the first 
marking period while participating 
in a varsity fall sport. The varsity 
girls soccer team had 17 out of 18 
girls with a 90 GPA or higher.
  To receive the scholar-athlete 
team award, 75 percent of the 
team must hold an average of 90 
or higher. Almost all of our varsity 
teams were able to accomplish this 
goal.
 Congratulations to our coaches 
and athletes for their achievements 
and for holding high standards for 
our varsity athletes both on and off 
the field/court/course.

Scholar athletes 
earn honors 

Captains of the C-S fall 2018 Scholar-Athlete 
Team Award teams.
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New librarian at 
Jr./Sr. High
 
 Colin 
Pritchard 
recently joined 
the C-S Jr./Sr. 
High School 
staff as the 
grades 7-12 
librarian/
media 
specialist. We 
are sharing his services with the 
Watkins Glen and Bradford school 
districts. Welcome to C-S, Mr. 
Pritchard!

From the Elementary School

James E. Anderson
Elementary School Principal

 My heart is full of joy for our 
community as I reflect on the sup-
port, love and empathy that has 
been shared with others during the 
holiday season. Throughout the 
month of December, our school, 
churches, fire department, PTO 
and many other organizations in 
our community have reached out to 
provide clothing, food and presents 
to others who are less fortunate. In 
addition, our students have stepped 
up and worked hard to apply 
ROARS (Respect, Ownership, At-
titude, Responsibility, and Safety) 
to every aspect of their school expe-
rience, including amazing concerts 
and performances. 
 As our Positive Behavior In-
tervention and Supports (PBIS) 
framework has grown, our team 
has worked to provide parents with 
resources on our ROARS Home 
Behavior Matrix (below). Copies 
of this behavior matrix were sent 
home to parents before the holiday 
break and Mr. Anderson and Mrs. 
DeCamp had fun sharing it with 
our parents and families after the 
primary holiday play. This one-page 

 

 
CHORES / 

HELPING OTHERS 
EXTRA 

CURRICULAR 
SCHOOL 

PREPARATION 
DAILY 

ROUTINES 
FAMILY TIME MEALTIME ALL THE TIME 

Respect 
 Follow adult 

directions 
 Voice 0-2 

 Follow adult 
directions 

 Voice 0-4 

 Follow adult 
directions 

 Voice 0-2 

 Follow adult 
directions 

 Voice 0-2  
 Prioritize time 
 

 Follow adult 
directions 

 Voice 0-4 
 Electronics off 

and away 
 Take turns 

 Follow adult 
directions 

 Voice 0-2 
 Electronics off 

and away  
 Use manners 
 Stay at table 

 Follow adult 
directions 

 Voice 0-4 
 Take pride in 

your home 
 Prioritize time 
 Take turns 

Ownership 
 Tell the truth  
 Seek ways to help 

others 
 Accept 

Consequences 
 

 Tell the truth  
 Accept 

consequences 
 Make it right 
 

 Tell the truth 
 Take care of 

belongings 
 Be organized 

 Tell the truth  
 Take care of 

belongings 
 Try first, then 

ask 
  

 Tell the truth  
 Seek ways to 

help others 
 SLANT 

 

 Tell the truth  
 Seek ways to 

help 
 SLANT 
 

 Tell the truth 
 Seek ways to 

help others 
 Accept 

consequences 
 Make it Right 
 Take care of 

belongings 

Attitude 
 THINK 
 Use positive tone 

and body language 
 Take pride in your 

work 

 THINK 
 Do your best 

 THINK 
 Do your best 
 Take pride in 

your work 

 THINK 
 Ask; say, 

“please” and 
“thank you” 

 Be flexible 

 THINK 
 Use positive tone 

and body 
language 

 Greet others 
 Include others 

 THINK 
 Use positive tone 

and body 
language  

 Eat what is 
provided 

 THINK 
 Use positive tone 

and body 
language 

 Do your best  
 Say, “please” and 

“thank you” 

Responsibility 
  Accept and complete 

tasks in a timely 
manner 
 

  Be prepared 
  Be on time 

 

 Be prepared 
 Be on time 
 Complete tasks 

in a timely 
manner 

 Be prepared 
 Complete routines 

in a timely 
manner 

 Complete 
homework in a 
timely manner 

 Limit screen time 

 Participate in 
family 
activities/ 
conversations 

 Use a napkin 
 Keep food on the 

table 
 Clean up after 

yourself 
 Participate in 

family 
conversations 

 Complete tasks 
in a timely 
manner 

 Share important 
info with adults 
in a timely 
manner 

 Limit screen time 
 Ask permission 

Safety 
 KAHFOOTY  KAHFOOTY 

 Use safety 
equipment 

 KAHFOOTY 
 Report problems 

to adults 

 KAHFOOTY  KAHFOOTY  KAHFOOTY 
 Take small bites, 

chew well 
 Wash hands 
 Chair legs on the 

floor 

 KAHFOOTY 
 Report problems 

to adults 
 Follow adult 

directions for 
safety 

Ownership Respect Attitude Responsibility Safety ROARS 
Campbell-Savona 

poster provides expected behaviors 
for students when they are not in 
a school setting. It outlines how 
to show respect, take ownership of 
actions, keep a positive attitude, be 
responsible and stay safe. Parents 
have access to all of these resources 
on our website at www.cscsd.org 
and we always welcome parents and 
community members to ask about 
the amazing things we have going 
on at school.
 January and February are two 
months of solid instruction for our 
students as we finish up the second 
marking period and cross into the 
third. Please maintain positive and 
open communication with your 
child’s teacher and ask questions 
about what your child is learning. 
When school, home and commu-
nity work together as a team, there 
is nothing we can’t do to create 
successful citizens that will make a 
positive difference in our world. Go 
Panthers!

From the 
Transportation 
Dept.
 
 In January, the weather outside 
can be “frightful,” especially on very 
cold mornings. The C-S Trans-
portation Department always puts 
student safety as our top priority, 
including keeping our students 
warm on very cold days. To en-
sure that bus students are safe and 
warm, we will make adjustment to 
our usual bus pick-up procedures 
on cold mornings and ask par-
ents to please keep their children 
inside until the bus arrives at the 
stop rather than having them wait 
outside. On very cold mornings, 
our buses also will stop to offer 
rides to any tudents who are walk-
ing in either the Village of Savona 
or hamlet of Campbell. Parents can 
also help by dressing their children 
in warm gear including boots, hats 
and mittens. Please try to make 
sure that very little skin is exposed 
to the outside air.
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Superintendent, cont’d.

Kathy Hagenbuch
Superintendent

• High levels of student learn-
ing and success in the classroom. 
January and February are rigorous 
months for learning as our teachers 
move into the heart of their cur-
riculum and work to achieve our 
District mission: Helping all of our 
students reach their highest poten-
tial.

 And so while we have much to 
celebrate from 2018, we also have 
much to look forward to in 2019.
 All the best for a happy and 
healthy New Year!

 “Once upon a time, there was a little ogre named Shrek...” And thus 
began a weekend of crowd-pleasing shows on the C-S stage. The fairy 
tale never told came to life in a whole new way in the Broadway musical 
adaptation of the hit movie Shrek. The cast and crew took more than 
1,300 patrons on their journey to the swamp, Duloc and beyond. From 
the wisecracking Donkey and a feisty princess Fiona, to Lord Farquaad, 
Pinocchio and the 13 foot long Dragon, all the beloved characters from 
the movie made an appearance. 
 Shrek the Musical celebrated themes of acceptance, inclusion and 
understanding. Shrek proved that beauty is truly in the eye of the ogre. 
We would like to thank everyone who attended our production.

Shrek the Musical has successful run 
on C-S stage  

 Fifth and sixth-graders put in 
a great deal of time into rehearsing 
for their winter concert that was 
held on December 20.

Fifth and sixth 
grades present 
winter concert

Check us out on 
Facebook! 

You can like 
Campbell-Savona Central 
School District to keep 
updated on school events and 
information.   



Panthers learn mindfulness
 In response to the growing 
number of students who report 
feeling overwhelmed, distracted 
or simply unable to focus, many 
schools across America have 
implemented the practice of 
mindfulness. Campbell-Savona 
joined this progressive movement 
in November with the kick-off 
of Mindful Mondays. Students 
meet in the library each Monday 
morning upon arriving at school 

 I graduated from CSCS in 
2010 and began college at Albany 
College of Pharmacy and Health 
Sciences (ACPHS) that fall. I was 
enrolled in a 2+4 program, which 
entailed two years of general stud-
ies and four years of pharmacy 
doctoral studies. After the first two 
years, I had to pass a Pharmacy 
College Admission Test along with 
an interview. My final year of col-
lege consisted of six-week extern-
ships in various pharmacy settings 
including retail, hospital and veteri-
narian. I graduated with a Doctor 
of Pharmacy. Once licensed in 
New York State, I began working 
for Rite Aid as a staff pharmacist 
where I am currently still working. 
I love working in the retail setting 
where I am able to make meaning-
ful relationships with my custom-
ers. I counsel patients about their 
medications, make over the counter 
recommendations, and provide im-
munizations. 
  While at CSCS, I took advan-
tage of a many extra curricular ac-
tivities. I participated in swimming, 
soccer, cross country, and track and 
field. I performed in band and a 
quartet group. I was a member of 

Alumni spotlight: Leah McDonald
Academic 
All-Stars 
and PTSO. 
What ben-
efited me 
the most 
was taking 
ACE courses 
and enroll-
ing in the 
New Visions 
Medical program at GST BOCES, 
where I earned college credits in 
courses that I needed to take as 
part of my ACPHS curriculum. 
This allowed me to take fewer 
classes during some semesters and 
focus on my other course work. In 
the New Visions program, I was 
able to shadow multiple medical 
fields and ultimately make my deci-
sion to become a pharmacist.
 My advice to current students is 
to make the best use of the resourc-
es that CSCS provides. Ask about 
job shadowing opportunities, 
BOCES programs and ACE 
courses. There are so many ways to 
figure out what you want to do and 
many people willing and able to 
push you in the right direction. 

School Counselor Lisa Wetherbee leads students in 
meditative excercise during a Mindful Monday.

Leah McDonald

Continued on Page 6

 Currently celebrating its 50th 
anniversary, You’re A Good Man, 
Charlie Brown is the musical 
about “an average day in the life 
of Charlie Brown.” It really is 
just that, a day made up of little 
moments picked from all the days 
of Charlie Brown, from Valentine’s 
Day to baseball season, from wild 

Next musical 
announced 

optimism to utter despair, all mixed 
in with the lives of his friends 
(both human and non-human) and 
strung together on the string of a 
single day, from bright uncertain 
morning to hopeful starlit evening.
 Performances of You’re A Good 
Man, Charlie Brown are Friday, 
February 8 at 7:00 p.m. and Satur-
day, February 9 at 7:00 p.m. in the
Stephen B. Morley Auditorium at 
Campbell-Savona High School.  
Tickets will be available in late 
January by calling the box office at 
527-9850. Tickets are $8.00 each. 
Every individual needs a ticket for 
admission.
 The cast features Jacob Stitley 
as Charlie Brown, Kendra Ellison 
as Sally Brown, Aidan Hellrigel 
as Snoopy, Ethan Davidson as 
Linus VanPelt, Karrigan Ellison 
as Lucy VanPelt, Emma Kephart 
as Peppermint Patty and Sean 
McKenna as Schroeder. 
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 Two groups of students re-
cently presented  to the CSCSD 
Board of Education. A group of 
sophomores shared a presentation 
on Career Development Council 
activities they have been involved 
in this school year. Students gave 
the Board insight into how various 
programs, such as job shadowing 
and Sophomore Career Day, have 
helped them to narrow their focus 
on careers they hope to pursue after 
graduation. 
 A group of sixth grade students 
presented on “Plastics Pollution,” a 

Students present to Board of Ed.
subject the sixth grade researched 
as part of a recent interdisciplinary 
unit on the oceans. The sixth grad-
ers shared about a recent field trip 
they took to the Steuben County 
Landfill. They also made clear their 
concern with plastics pollution in 
the oceans but also locally, especial-
ly in terms of the amount of plastic 
that is thrown away and ends up in 
our local landfill. Their research also 
included suggestions the District 
could explore to limit the use of 
disposable plastics throughout our 
schools. 
 Thank you to our sophomore 
and sixth-grade presenters for 
giving the Board an in-depth look 
into career aspirations and your 
passion for protecting the environ-
ment!

 (Above) Sixth graders 
discuss plastic pollution.

(Right) Sophomores talk 
about Career Development 

Council activities.

and engage in a brief, guided 
meditative exercise with the goal of 
bringing attention to the present 
moment without judgment.
 Exercises in mindfulness 
require focus on the five senses 
(smell, touch, taste, hearing and 
sight) and what your sensory 
experience is on a moment-to-
moment basis. Breath is used as an 
anchor that can be relied on to help 
maintain concentration or regain 
focus when we become unsettled 
or pulled away by distracting 
thoughts. 
 The daily practice of mindful-
ness can clear the clutter from our 
minds and calm the chaos in our 
lives. It is a simple skill that can 
have a powerful impact on how we 
interact with others and respond to 
stress. Mindful meditation helps us 
become more aware of our emo-
tions and feelings. This awareness 
and understanding enables us to 
respond thoughtfully to situations 
rather than reacting impulsively. 
We feel more in control and regu-
lated within when we choose to 
create space between our thoughts 
and our emotions, which leads to 
calmer more balanced, behavioral 
responses.
 Many teachers choose to use 
mindfulness at the start of each day, 
after transitions and before tests.  
Educators have reported increased 
engagement, improved behavior 
and better exam results after stu-
dents participate in mindfulness ex-
ercises. Campbell-Savona has taken 
important steps toward recognizing 
and understanding the impact that 
emotions have on learning. Teach-
ing mindful meditation is a highly 
effective and thoughtful response 
to this increased socio-emotional 
awareness.

Mindfulness, continued

Sr. High Chorus holiday concert 
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 C-S was recently selected as 
one of only 47 schools world-wide 
to participate in a unique “Antarc-
tica Week” project organized by 
the British Antarctic Survey and 
Columbia University. Campbell-
Savona was selected to participate 
in this event following recent stud-
ies of the ocean and polar regions 
and also the research done about 
plastics pollution by some grade 
levels and student organizations. 
Sarah Smith, high school Eng-
lish teacher and department chair, 

C-S selected for Antarctica Week 
Celebration Project

served as project leader and worked 
with other faculty members to 
plan the week’s activities. Student 
participants included sixth grade, 
eleventh grade and grades 7-12 
H.E.A.L Club members. As part 
of the project, C-S was paired with 
researcher, Julian Spergel. During 
the week, students had the oppor-
tunity to have a live video chat with 
Julian, who presented a brief Pow-
erPoint presentation on Antarctica 
and his research. He also took live 
questions from the students.

C-S juniors video chat with Antarctic researcher Julian Spergel.

 The Panther Learning Leaders 
are a group of outstanding students 
at the Elementary School who 
are led by two of our amazing 
teachers, Mrs. Presher and Mrs. 
Larabee. This group of students 
goes above and beyond to support 
our school and community by 
helping to set up and work PTO 
events and volunteering to read 
at the VA. Recently, they helped 
to serve at the Savona Federated 
Church’s Harvest Dinner. Teaching 
our students the importance of 
community and philanthropy 
allows them to see that they can 
make a positive difference in the 
world.

Learning 
Leaders serve 
community 

Panther Learning Leaders reported for duty at the 
Harvest Dinner.

Students enjoyed serving the community at 
the event.

Sr. High Band holiday concert 
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Upcoming dates 
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January
1-4 Holiday Recess – No School 
4 Freshman Class Valentines Candy Sales Begin  
 (ends 1/18)
6 Ski Club to Swain
8 Booster Club Meeting, Lower Cafeteria, 
 6:30 p.m. 
11 Athletic Club Meeting, LGI, 3:10 p.m.
 Elem. PTO Circus, Savona Gym, 6:00 p.m.
13 Ski Club to Swain
 Prom Promise Meeting, Multipurpose Room,  
 2:00 p.m.
 Band Zap-A-Snack Fundraiser Begins (ends  
 2/1)
18 National Honor Society Induction Ceremony,  
 Auditorium, 2:00 p.m.
18-19 Sr. Vocal Solo Festival, Avoca High School
19 6th Grade Instrumental Solo Festival
20 Ski Club to Swain
21 Martin Luther King Jr. Day – No School
22-25 Regents Testing 

25 Marking Period Ends
 College Apparel Day
28 Conference Day – No School
28- Spirit Week
Feb. 1

February
1 Elem., PTO Gertrude Hawk Sales Begin 
 (end 2/25) 
 Athletic Club Meeting, LGI, 3:10 p.m. 
 Elem. PTO Roller Skating, Savona Gym,   
 6:00-8:00 p.m.
 High School Winter Ball, Lower Café, 
 8:00 p.m. 
5 Booster Club Meeting, Lower Café, 6:30 p.m.
8 Middle School Valentine’s Dance, Upper Café,  
 7:00 p.m.
8-9 You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown musical,   
 Auditorium, 7:00 p.m. 
11 Blood Drive, Multipurpose Room, 10:30 a.m. 
13 Spelling Bee, Auditorium, 3:00 p.m.
18-22 Winter Recess – No School
25- Elem. PTO Winter Book Fair
March 1 
27 PTO/PTSO Talent Show, Auditorium, 
 6:00 p.m.
28 Elem. Spring Portraits
 Make-Up Athletic Handbook Meeting/Spring  
 Sports Team Meetings, LGI, 5:30 p.m. 
 Elem. Math and Science Night, Savona Gym,  
 5:30-7:00 p.m.

March
1 All-County Festival, Corning-Painted Post
 Mid Term Ends
 Elem. PTO Roller Skating, Savona Gym,   
 6:00-8:00 p.m.
 Band and Choir Krispy Kreme Sale Begins   
 (ends 3/15)
 Dr. Seuss’s Birthday/Read Across America
 Jr./Sr. High School PTSO Meeting, Lower   
 Café, 5:00 p.m.
 Jr./Sr. High School PTSO Family Fun Night  
 Roller Skating, Campbell Gym, 6:00- 10:00 p.m.
2 All-County Festival, Corning-Painted Post
4 JV/Varsity Spring Sports Begin
5 Winter Athletic Sports Awards, Auditorium,  
 6:00 p.m.
 Booster Club Meeting, Lower Café, 6:30 p.m.


